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Contemporary Moral Debate (ETH:PHI 204) 
Professor Iris Spoor 
Pre-assignment 
Due Date: 8/27/19 
 

Identifying The Central Moral Dimension  
 

Prompt: 
 
Below is a case from the 2014 Ethics Bowl Competition called “A Child’s Right to Die”.  After 
reading the case, please do the following: 
 

1. Write as simply and clearly as you can what you think the central moral 

dimension of the case is.  This can be as brief as one sentence. (Example: “The 

central moral dimension of this case concerns animal rights”) 

 
2. State your knee-jerk ethical reaction to the central moral dimension. (Example: “I 

strongly believe animals deserve to be treated ethically”). 
 

3. What moral principle could be used to support your knee-jerk reaction? (Draw 

upon the Rachels’ reading “What is Morality” to help you answer this question) 

 

 
 

Requirements: 
 

 This assignment is meant to help you get familiar with ethics bowl cases.  You receive 

points just for submitting. 
 

 There are NO page/word requirements.  As noted above this can be answered in two 

well composed. Sentences 

 

 

Submission Guidelines: 
 

 Submit via the Course Blackboard page under the “Assignment Submissions” tab (you 

will find it right below “Announcements”). 

 
 Under Assignment Submissions you will find an assignment titled “Pre-Assignment” 

click the link and submit your response. 
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Case 9: A Child's Right to Die 
 

A law recently passed in Belgium allows certain terminally ill children to choose euthanasia. For 

the law to apply, a child must not only be terminally ill but also close to death and in great 

pain. The child must be able to show that he or she understands the consequences of his or her 

decision, the child's parents must consent, and the child's medical team must approve.
38 

The 

Belgian law is the first of its kind without an age limit, though the Netherlands has a similar law 

that applies to children over twelve. And even though euthanasia for adults has been legal in 

Belgium for over a decade, some people believe the new law goes too far. 

Protestors argue that children simply cannot make such difficult decisions and that modern 

medicine can alleviate much of an ill child's pain. As one newspaper put it, "Belgium has 

allowed the killing on demand of terminally ill children and has headed for the ethical abyss. A 

state which allows something like this is a failing state."
39  

Religious leaders believe the law is 

immoral: "The law says adolescents cannot make important decisions on economic or emotional 

issues, but suddenly they've become able to decide that someone should make them die," one 

Belgian archbishop commented.
40 

And backlash has been especially harsh abroad: for example, 

the chairman of Forbes Media went so far as to suggest that allowing euthanasia for children 

would put us "on the malignantly slippery slope to becoming a society like that envisioned by 

Nazi Germany, one in which 'undesirables' are disposed of like used tissue."
41

 

Protestors point to stories like that of Godelieva De Troyer to support their opposition.  De 

Troyer died two years ago. She was 64 years old and in perfect physical health. She was also 

severely depressed. She emailed her son, Dr. Tom Mortier, to tell him she was looking into 

euthanasia. He assumed that her doctors would never allow it because she was not physically ill. 

But only three months after her email, Dr. Mortier got a call at work informing him that his 

mother had been euthanized.  He was completely enraged, and has since become an outspoken 

critic of Belgium's euthanasia law.  "This is suicide with the approval of society," he believes.
42

 

Allowing children to also choose euthanasia would only allow for more abuse. 
 

Despite this vehement opposition, the law is widely supported in Belgium. Supporters assert that 

it would only apply in an extremely small number of cases and that each child would have to be 

very clear about his or her wish to die.  Indeed, only five children have requested euthanasia 
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when they are going to die."
44

 

Supporters point to stories like that of Danny Bond. Bond was born with a bowel disease that 

caused him excruciating pain. At thirteen years old, he started talking about killing himself. 

Indeed, he did try to kill himself three times. When his mother resuscitated him after his third 

suicide attempt, he told her that she had let him down by saving him. His condition worsened 

shortly after he turned twenty-one, and he told his parents that he wanted to die and that he 

wanted their help. But they knew that assisting him would be a crime. Ultimately, he starved 

himself to death and asked his parents to stay by his bedside to make sure that his doctors did not 

treat him. "All he wanted was the privilege to be given an injection that would kill him instantly 

in seconds, and I had to watch him die in days," his mother lamented.
45
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